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The path of mercy and honor
The path of mercy

The chapters of the Qur’an start with the two names of 
Allah: ‘The Entirely Merciful’ and ‘The Especially Merciful’, 
and also mention that Allah has prescribed mercy upon 
Himself. your Lord has written Mercy for Himself (Al-An’âm:)f

And that Allah’s Mercy encompasses all things. ..and 
My Mercy embraces all things. (Al-A’râf: 156)

He also encourages people to hope for His Mercy and 
He warns them against despairing of it. Say: “O ‘Ibâdî 
(My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves 
(by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the 
Mercy of Allâh, verily Allâh forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Az-Zumar:53)

Allah (Glorified be He) loves mercy. The Prophet (peace 
be upon him) said:

“Allah, the Exalted, will continue to stretch out His Hand 
in the night so that the sinners of the day may repent, and He 
will continue to stretch out His Hand in the daytime so that 
the sinners of the night may repent, (and He will continue to 
do so) until the sun rises from the West.” [Muslim]

The Prophet (pbuh) also told us about our Lord and 
said: “ When Allah created the creation, He wrote in His 
book which is placed with Him on His throne: “Verily My 
Mercy prevails over My Wrath.” [Agreed upon]

He also said: “Allah has divided mercy into one hundred 
parts. He retained with Himself ninety nine parts, and 
He sent down to earth one part. Through that one part 
creatures deal with each other with compassion, so much 
so that an animal lifts its hoof away from its young in fear of 
hurting it.” [Bukhari]

And Allah sent the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
as a mercy to all the worlds. And We have sent you (O 
Muhammad [sal-Allâhu ‘alayhi wa sallam]) not but as a 
mercy for the ‘Alamîn (mankind, jinns and all that exists). 
(Al-Anbiyâ’:107)
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AlAlAlAllalalal hhhhh hahahahahass s s pepepepep rfrfrfr ecececectetetetet ddddd thththththe e eee PrPrPrPropopopophehehehet’t’t’t’s s s ss chchchchararararacacacaa teteet r r bybybybby pplalacicingngng iinnnn hihihihiimmmmm thththhheee ee bebebebeestsststs  
ofofoof mmmmmororororalalalaalss.s.s.s. HHHHHe ee sasasasaaididididd:::: AnAnd veririlyly, youu (O(O MMuhuhamammamadd [s[salal-Alllâhâhu u ‘a‘alayhi wa 
sallam]) are on an eexaxaltlteded staandndard of charar ctcterer. (A(Al-l-QaQalalam:m:4)4

AnAnAnAnAnddd ffofof r r thisissss rrreaeaeaae sosooon,n,n,nn, oooonenenee ooof f f thththththe e e momomommostststt dddddissisisstititititingngnngn uiuui hshshededededed mmmmmoorororo aalalals s ss s ofofofoo tttthehehehe PPPPPrororororophphphphphetetetet 
(p( bubuuuuhh)hhh wwwwwasasaas mmmmerererercycyyy;;;;; asasasass iiff hehehehe wwwwwasassasas ooooothththeereeerwiwwiiwisesesse, pepeopopopllele wwwwououoououldldldd hhhavavavvee ee e dididididisppsppperererere sesesesesedddd
fromomomm himimmmm... And by thee MMerercycy ooff AlAllâlâhh, yyouou ddeealtt wwith ththeme ggene tly. AAndd hhadad 
you been severe anandd hah rsrsh--heartedd, ttheyey wwouldd hhava e broken away y frfromo  
about you (Âl-’Imrân:151 9)

He was compassionate and forbearing, aaaandd diddddd not wwisi h any y ananguguisishh
for ththee pepeopoplele. AlAllalahh sasaysys:: Verily, there has ccomee unto you a Messenger 
(Muhammad SAW) from amongst yoursellvess (i.e. whom you know 
well). It grieves him that you should receivee anny y injury or difficulty. He 
(Muhammad SAW) is anxious over you (to bbe riighg tly guided, to repent 
to Allâh, and beg Him to pardon and forgrgivive your sins, in order that you 
may enter Paradise and be saveed frfromom tthehe ppunishment of the Hell-fire), 
for the believers (he SASAW W is) fufulll oof f pipityty,, kikind, and merciful. (At-Taubah:128)

AnAnAndd fofor thhisis rreasoson,n  Islsllamam, whwhich h wawas seentntt ffrororom m AlAllalah,h, tthehe EEntntirirele y y 
MeMeMeMercrcr ififffululu , the Especiiala ly MMere cicifuful,l and was reveveaealeledd toto tthehe PProrophphetet ((pbpbuhuh))
asasasas aaaa ffffororoo m m oofoo mmercycy fforor mmankind to prp otect themem ffroromm ththee mimiseseryry oof f ininjujuststicicee
anandddd hahatttrtrededd, ,, frfromommm ttthehehee distrresess off ddepepressss ioion,n, aanxnxieietyty aandnd ddissorordeder,r, aandnd 
frf om thehe wwwwayayay ooof ff rererevevevengngngee,e, cccrurueleltyt , tytyrrannnny y annd d ded sppototisismm, tthihis s reliigig on 
cacac mememm  as s a foformrmm oof f f mememeercr y foffof r all ofof tthehe wwwworldds.s. And d We have sent you 
(O Muhammad d [sal-Allâhâhu u ‘alaayhy i wa sallam]) not but t ass a mmerercyy fforo tthehe 
‘A‘Alal mîmînn (m(mannkik nd, jinnn s anand alalll ththat exists). (Al-AnAnbibiyây ’:107)
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IsIsIsIsIslalalalalaammmmmm wawawaasssss sesesesses ntnttntntt tttttto o ooo thththhhheeeee wowowowowoworrlrlrldddd asasasasasass aaaan nnnn acacacacacttt t ofofofffff kkkkkinininninndndndndndndnesesesessess s s sss ssss frfrf omomoooo AAAAAAllllllllahahahaahaa ffffforororororor 
MuMuMuMuMuMMuuslllslllimmmmmms s s ss anananananaa dddddd nonnononon-n-nn-n MuMuM slslsllslslimimimi s s tototototoo.oo IIIIIt t ttttt isis aaaaaa mmmmmereererre cycycycycy ttttttttooooooo ththththththeeeeeeee obobobobobobo edededededede ieieieientntntn ,, thththhhhe e e e e
diddiisososs bebebeb didiiididd eenenenenennnt,t,t,t,t tttttthehehehehhhh eeeldldlddererere lylyy,,, ththtththt e e yoyoy ununung,g,g ttthehehehhh ffffffememememmmmalalalalaale,ee,e,e,e tttttthehhehehh mmmalalalaalale,e,e,e,e,e,e tttthehehehehe rricccchhh anananna dddddd
ththhe e popopoopop oror..

ThThererefefororo e,eeee,e  Islss ammmm cccalala leledd fofor rr memeem rcrcy yyy anannnnddd maamadede mmmmananaananan ddesessssssiririrrirrrouoouououss ofoffo iiit,ttt,tt aaaaandndndndndnddd 
HeHeHeHHeH ooooordrdr erereded uuss ssss tototo aadvdvvvisise e e eaeachchcchc ooththhhererrrr tttttooo bebebbb mmmererere ccifufuuuful.l. AAAAAllllahaha ssssssayayayayys:s:s:sss: TThen he
became one of those who believed, and recommendeed one another 
to perseverance and patience, and (also)o) recommendede  one another 
to pity and compassion. (Al-Balad: 17)

AnAndd ththee e PrPropopo heheh t t (p(p( bububub h)h) ssssaiaiaaaa dd: ““AlAlAAAA lalallall h h hhhhh isisssiis nnnnotottotot mmmmmmmereerererrcicccifuuuuufull ll ll tototototo tttthohohoohoh seesesese wwwwwwhohhohho
dodoo nnotot sshohoow w mememm rcrcy y toto pppppeoeoeee plple.e.”””” HeHe ((((pbpbpbpbpbp uhuhhuhuh) ))) alalaa sosososss sssssssaiaaaaid:d:ddd ““ThThThThThThososooo eeeee whwhwhho o o araara e e
memem rcrcififulul wwwwililll bebee sshohownwnn mmmerere cycycy bbby ththee e MeeeeMeercrciffullu ; bebebb mmerercic fufuuullll totttot ttttthehehe ppppeoeooeoeoplplplplple e eee
ofofof tthehe eeararrrthththt aaandddnddnd ttheheeh OOnenee aboboboveeve theee hhheaeeae vevensn wwwililllll hahaveveve mmmmmererere cycycycycy uuupopp n
yoyoy u.u. TTTThehehehee wwwwwwororordddd alalaaaa --R-R-Rahahahahhimimimimmim (((((((thththheeeeee tit esese ooff kikinsnshihihh p)p) iis s dedeeririveveed frfrrrromomommoo ooooneeene oooof fffff
AlAlA lalalahhh’h’h’h ss NaNaNaNaNN memememm s,s,sss, AAAr-r-rr-r--RaRaRaRaaahmhmhmhmhmanannnan.. SoSooSoSo wwwwwhohohoh eveveve ererer kkkkkeeeeeepspss gggooooodd rerelaatitiononns s wiw thththtt
rerelalatitit veves,s, AAAAAAllllllllllahahahah wwwililll kekkekk epepepeppeppp ggggggooooooooooo ddddd rereelalalalaaatitittitiiionononononss wiwiwwwiw ththth hhhhhimimimm, ananddddd whwhwww oeooeoo vevev r r ses veversrsrssrs
ththheieir r rerelalatittiononoo ss wiwwiw ththth tttheeheheeiririririrr rrrrrrrreleleeelatatata ivivivivveeseseses,, HeHeHeHH wwwililllll seseveveeer rr ththttt e e rerelalaaaatitititt onoonoon wwitithh
hihih m.m.”[”[TiTirmrmididiiidhihih ]]] ThT e ee PrPrPrPropopopopheheheheh t t ttt (ppp(pp(pbubbubuh)hh) aaaaalssssooo saasassaidididddd::: “M“MMMererrrrcycycycc iissssss rererreremomoooooveveddd ononlylyly 
frfromom tthohosese wwhohoo aarere mmmisisserere ababableeeelee.””” [[[[TiTiTiTiT rmrmrmrmrmidddiddhihihh ].].]. AAAAAlllll ahahahah hhhhhasasassasa ooordrdrdrddr ererererededee uus s s totoo bbe e 
memercrcififfffulul aandnd rrececcomomommemeeendnddn edededed bbbbbbeieieiingngngngngn mmmmmererercicicicic fuffufufuful l totottoto oooonee aaaanononoooooththererere ,, inin ggenennererre alallll,,
viviewewwininggg itit aass aa gogogg odod mmanananana neneeneeer rr anananaa ddd aaaaaa wawawawway yyy ofofofoffof liffe,ee,e,e aaandndndndndn aaatttt thththththhe eeeeeee sasasasass meme tttttimimimii e,e,
ththe e IsIslalamimic c LaLaLaw w ww puput t t emmemphphphphpphasasassasa isissss ooooonnnn cecececertrtrtr aiaia nnnnn pepepepeopopoopplelelellee wwwwhohohoo wwe ee shshsshs ououuouo lddl bbe e 
memeercrcififululu tto,o, iincncluludididd ngnggg:::
1.1.. PePePeP opopoo lelee iin n gegeeeneneeraral:l:l TTTTheheheehe PPPPPProroror phphhphetetetete ((((pbpbpbpbpbuhuhuhu ) wawwwawaw sssss sesesenttnn  as s s aaa foformrmr oof f memercrcy yyyy y

totototo hhhhhisisisis ppppppeoeoeoeooee plplp e e eee ththhroroooroouguguguugghhhhh whwhwhwhww iicicicichhhhh ththththttheyeyeyeye wwwwwwwererereere e e ee taatattataakekekeken nnnn frffrfrfrromomomommom dddararknknk esess s iniinnntototototo
lililiighghghghght,t, aandndddd ffffroroooom m mm mmimmiseeeeryryyy tttoooo hahahaappppppppinininnesesesese s.s.s.s IIInnnn adadadada diddd titittitionoononono ,,, thththee PrPropo heheheheeet’t’t’tt s s 
mememememem rcrcrcrcy y yy rerererer acacacacaca heheheeeedddd fufufuurtrtheeeher rr ththt ananannn ttthahahahahat,t,t, ttto ooo thhthht e ee ee exe teeteeentntnt ttttthahahahahahat t hehehehehehe uuuurggeddededee fffororor 
mememmememercrcrcrrcy y totooo bbbbeee shshshshshowowowowo nnn evevvenenene tttowowowwararardsdsddsds tttthehehehh iiinfinfinfinfin deddedelslsss wwwwwwhohohoho ddddididdddddddd nnottototo aaccccccepepept t t
IsIsIsIsIsIsIslalalalalaam.m.m.mmm TTTTThehehhee MMMMMMesesesseseseeengngngggerererr ooof fff AlAAA lalalal hhhh (p(p(p(pbubububuuh)h)h)h) sssssaiaiaiaiddddd thththhhe ee fofoofofooollllllllowowowwowwinnnininngggggg abaabououuuut tttt ththththe ee
pepepepepepep opopopopoplelelelele ooooff ff MeMeMeM ccccc a aa whwhw o o diddd ddd nonononon t t ttt acacacacaccecececeptptptp IIIslslslslamamaamamama :::: “……“…“…“… III hhhhhhopooopo eee ththhhhht aatatataataa AAllllllllahahahah wwwwwiliiillll
brbbrbrbrb inininnnnng gg gg g ouououout t t t ofofofof ttttheheheheheiririi oooffffspspppprirriringnggg ppppeoeoeooe plplplplple eee whwhwhwhho ooooo wowowowowow rsrsrsrsr hihihihiih p p pp AlAlAlAlA lalalalalalahhh AAAlA ononoonononone,ee,ee wwwwwitittthhhh noooo
asasasasasa sososososociciciciatatatatatesesesese .”.”.””. [M[M[M[M[Musususu lilil m]m]m]] WWWWhehehehehenn thhtht e e e ee PrPrPPP opopopophehehehehet t tt t (p(p(pp( bubububuh)h)h))h wwwwwasassasasas wwwwwwouooououououo nddnddnddededddd ooooonnnn
ththththththeeeee dadadaddad y y y y ofofofofof tttthehehehehe BBBBatatattltlt e e ofoff UUUUhuuhuhuhud,dd,d ttthehhehee nnoboboboboblelele cccomomommomo papapapanininiiniononoo sss sasaaaasaaaaaaidididddd tttooooo hihih m:mmm
“S“S“S“S“Supupupupupplplplplp icicicicatatatateeeee totototo AAAAllllahah ssso oo ththatattat HHHHHeee mimmm ghghghghght tt t pupuuninininishshhsh ttthehheh idodododod lalalll tetetetersrsrss,””,””” bbbbbbutut hhe ee
saasasasaididididid:::: “O“O“O“O“ AAAAllllllll ahahahah,, guguuuuididee mymmy pppeoeoplplple eeee sisssis ncccn e eee thhhheyeyeyy ddddooo nonnooon t tt knknnknnowowwoww.”.” Innnnn anananananototooo heher rrrr
nanananarrrrrrrrratatatatioioioioon nn n itititt wwwwwasasasas ssaiaid:d: ““O O MeMeMeMeessssssss enenenenngeegeer rrrr ofofofofof AAAAlllllahahahaah, suusususupppppliicacacaccateteeee tttoo AlAlAllllalah h soso
thththththatatatatat HHHHHe e e e e mimimim ghghghght t t t pupupupupunininn shshs tthehee iiiinfinfinfififidedeedelslsls.”””” HHeee saasasaiddd:::: “I aaammmmm nononoot t t t sesesss ntnntnt ttttttoo oooo cucucucucc rsrsrsrsse eeeee
pepepepepeeopopopopplelelele, , ,, III amamamm sssssenenennenttt asasasas aaaaa mmmererererrcycycycycy.”””.”. [M[M[M[M[M[Musususususu lilliliiim]mm]m]m]m]
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2.2. ChChC ilildrdrenen:: OnOnOnnnee ofof ttttthehehehe cccomomommpapaaapaniniononss rererr popoportrtrttrtededededeee :: : “““ThThThhThT e e ee e ee PrPrPrPrP opopphehehhh t t ofof AAAAAllllahah 
(p(ppbubuh)h) eentnterereded tthehe rrroooooom m m anananaandd wewee aaaccccccccccccomomomommpapapapapp nininininn edededdee hhhhhimimimmm wwwwwwhihihihihilelelele hhhhhisis ssonon 
AbAbbrarahahammm wawawass dydddyinnng.g. UUUpopopoponn ththatata ,, hihihh ssss eyeyeyee eseses ssstatataataat rtrtrtrtrtedededededeed ssssheheheeheh ddddddddinininnnggggggg tetearars.s.ss.. 
`AAbdbdbbdb urur-R-R-Rahhahmamamann ibibbn n `A`AAwfwfw sssaiaiaaa d,d, ‘‘EvEvvenene yyyouououu,, MeMeMeMeessssssssss enenenenene gegegeger rrrr r ofofofooof AAAAAAlllllllahahahhahh!’!’ TTThehenn
heheeee sssssaiaaia dd ‘O‘OOhh h IbIbIbn n `AAwfwwf! ItItIt iiiss ssss bubuutt ttt memem rcrcccy.y.y ’’ HeHe ccoononnnnntitititit nunununnunn edededede (((((((crcrcrcccc yiyiyiiyingngngngn ) )) ) )) sososooomememememm mmororororroreeeeeeee
anna ddd ththheneen ssssaiaaid:d::d ‘‘‘ThThTTT ee eyeyyyyyeseeeesee wwweeeep,p, tttthehe hhheaeaeartrtrt iis s ss fufufuuullll ooooof f fff grgrggg ieieef,ffff aaandndndndnd wwwwweee sasaassay y yyy y yy
nononoththt ininggggg bububuubuut t t ttt thththhthtththatatatatataaaat wwwwwwhihihhh chchchchh pppppleleleeasasa eses oooourur LLLororo d.d. VVVVVVerereee ilillily,y,y,y,y wwwwwe e ee arararare eeee sososososososorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrowowowowowoowowedededededededd ffffffororororoooro  
yoyourur ddepeparartuturere,, O O OOO AbAbAA rararaahaham!m!’”’”’” [[[[BuBuBBuukhkhkharararariii ananannnddddd MuMuMuuuslslslsllimimim] ] ] InInIn aaanononononoon thhhththherererer hhhhadaddaddditititithhhh
ititititit iiiss rereepopopooooortrtededee ttthahat t hehehe (((pbpbuhuh) ) ususededd ttto o pupuput t t OsOsOsamamamama aaaaa ononon ooooneneen oooof ffff hihihihih ss ss thththigigigigghshshshss 
ananddd pupupuut t HaHaHaH sasasass nn ibibibnnnnn `A`AAAliliii oooonnnnn hihih ss s otottheheher rr thththigigigggh,hh,h,hh aaaandndnddd tttthehennn ememe brbrbrbrb acaccaccceeeee ththttt ememememememm aaaaaaandndndndndnd 
sasasasay,y, ““O O AlAllalalah!h!h PPPPPleleleleleleeasasaaasaseeeeee bebbeb mmmereercicicifufufull tototo ttttthehehehem,m,m,mmm aaaaaassssss IIII amamamamamam mmerere cicicifufufull tototototo tttheheheheheheem.m.mmm.”””””
[B[B[BB[ ukukhaharirir ]] ThThT erererererreeeeeeee isisiss aalslsooo ththhheee acacaaccocoununnnnt t t ofofof wwwhehehehhennnn thththhhhthee e e eeee PrPrPrrPropopopopopphehehehhet ttt (p(p(pppbububububuuuuh)h)h)h)h kkkisisssseseeeseeddd
HaHHassssananan ooor r HuHuHHusssss eieinn (h(h(hisisii ggggggrararar ndndndndn sososoonsnsns) ) )) whwhwhwhililileee a a aaa mamamamamamam nnnn nn n wawawawaaw sssss prprprprpprpreseeseseeesenenenenene t,t,tt aaandndd ttthehehe 
mamannnnn sasssaidid:: “I“I hhhhhavavve e e teteeennn chchchilildrdrdrenenn. . III hahahavevevevev nnnneveveveverererr kkkkkkisisisisssesesesesed dd dd dd d ananannnanny y y y yy ofofoffofoof tttttthehehem!m!m!”” ThThThhThThheee
PrPrP opoppopopphehehhh t t (p(pbubuuh)h) lllooooookeked d atatatatata hhhhimimimi aaandndnd sssaiaiaid:dd:dd ““HeHeHeHe wwwwhohohohohhoh dddddddoeoeooeoeoees s s sss nonoonottttt shshshshowoww mmmmmmmmerereree cycycyycyy 
(t(too otototoo hehehhhhh rsrss) ) wiwiw llll nnototo bbbeee shshshhowowowownn memmemem rcrcrrrccy.y.y ”””””
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3. The weak: The Prophet (pbuh) noticed the 
absence of a black woman who used to clean 
the mosque. He asked about her and was told 
that she had died. The Prophet (pbuh) asked: 
“Why didn’t you inform me?”(It seemed as if 
the companions considered the matter to be 
insignificant). Afterwards, the Prophet (pbuh) 
said: “Show me her grave.” When it was 
shown to the Prophet, he offered the funeral 
prayer over it. [Bukhari and Muslim] Anas Ibn 
Malik (may Allah be pleased with him), the 
servant of the Prophet (pbuh), said: “I served 
the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) for ten years 
and he never said to me, ‘Uff’ nor ‘Why did 
you do that?’ about anything I had done, or 
‘Why did you not do that?’ about anything I 
had not done.” [Bukhari] Ibn Mas’ud (may 
Allah be pleased with him) said, “Once I was 
beating my slave with a whip and I heard a 
voice from behind me saying, ‘O Abu Mas’ud, 
know that Allah has more dominance over 
you than you have over him (this slave).’ I 
said, ‘I shall never beat any of my  slaves ever 
again.’” In another narration it is reported that 
he said, “He is free for the sake of Allah.” So 
the Prophet said, “If you did not do that, the 
fire would have scorched you.” [Muslim]

4. Animals: Once the Prophet (pbuh) passed 
by a camel that was so emaciated its back 
was sticking to its abdomen. Upon that, the 
Prophet (pbuh) said, “Fear Allah with regard 
to livestock. If you ride them, treat them in a 
fitting way, and if you (plan to) eat them, treat 
them in a fitting way.” [Abu Dawud]. There is 
also the incident of when he (pbuh) entered 
the garden of a man from the Ansar (Muslims 
of Medina) and saw a camel there. When the 
camel saw the Prophet (pbuh), it began to 
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groan and its eyes shed tears. Subsequently,
the Prophet of Allah went to it and rubbed its
ears so it calmed down, and then the Prophet
said, “Who is the owner of this camel?
Whose camel is this?” A young man from the
Ansar answered:  ”O Messenger of Allah, it
belongs to me.” Following that the Prophet
told him:  “Do you not fear Allah with regard
to this beast which Allah has let you own? It
complained to me that you starve it and tire
it by overworking it and using it beyond its
capacity.” [Abu Dawud]
These are just a few examples that show how

the Prophet (pbuh) was sent as a mercy from
Allah to all the worlds. On the other hand, the
manifestations and practices of mercy in Islam
are many, which highlight the essential character 
and the way of this religion. Furthermore,
this mercy is not a mercy of humiliation and
submissiveness; rather, it is a mercy of honor 
and compassion.

“The act of bowing and prostrating which is performed in a 
Muslim’s prayer satisfies the soul with security, tranquility 
and peace, as everyone starts his prayer by mentioning 
the name of God, the Entirely Merciful and the Especially 
Merciful, and it is concluded with ‘Peace be upon you.’”

Security, tranquility and peace

Lauren Booth
A British Human Rights Activist
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The path of mercy and honor
When Allah created all the children of Adam, He

ordered them (the angels) to prostrate to him. And surely,
We created you (your father Adam) and then gave you
shape (the noble shape of a human being), then We told
the angels, “Prostrate to Adam”, and they prostrated,
except Iblîs (Satan), he refused to be of those who
prostrate. (Al-A’râf:11)

Allah created man and honored him. He preferred
him over many of what He had initially created. Allah,
the Exalted, says: And indeed We have honoured the
Children of Adam, and We have carried them on land and
sea, and have provided them with At-Taiyibât (lawful good
things), and have preferred them above many of those
whom We have created with a marked preference. (Al-
Isrâ’:70)

Therefore, he is an honored and preferred creature,
since he was favored and revered by his Lord with the
following:
1. Dignity and preference in his physical constitution:

Allah, the Exalted, says: Verily, We created man of the
best stature (mould) (At-Tin:4) Allah has created him in
the best stature; with a well-organized body and with
each part fitting in with the other, and also with the
blessings of the mind, and the ability to think, utter and
hear. He has created him in the best form and shape.

2. Dignity and preference in having the land and sea
subjected to him: This includes the atmosphere, and
this confirms how Allah has honored man in the way
explained above. First; because Allah, the Almighty,
has subjected all these entities to man, and singled
him out from the rest of His creation. This serves as
evidence that in this world man takes the position
similar to a president who is followed or a king who
is obeyed, and everything else is like his flock which
follows behind him. Allah, the Almighty, says: And 
indeed We have honoured the Children of Adam, and
We have carried them on land and sea (Al-Isrâ’:70)  
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Rather, Allah, the Exalted, tells us in His book that He has made 
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth subject to
man, as a means of honoring him. And has subjected to you all that
is in the heavens and all that is in the earth; it is all as a favour and
kindness from Him. Verily, in it are signs for a people who think deeply.
(Al-Jâthiya:13)

3. The provision of the good and lawful things: Allah has granted humans
the privilege to eat whatever he pleases of the lawful things. He gave
food many benefits, and He made the food of man plentiful and full of 
variety in comparison to that which the animals eat. Allah has honored
man by blessing him with all that through His Grace and Generosity
(Glorified be He). Who has made the earth a resting place for you, 
and the sky as a canopy, and sent down water (rain) from the sky and 
brought forth therewith fruits as a provision for you. Then do not set
up rivals unto Allâh (in worship) while you know (that He Alone has the
right to be worshipped). (Al-Baqarah:22)
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4. Preference over much of what He has created
(Glorified be He). Hence, man senses his dignity,
greatness, stature, and his magnitude due to
the honor that Allah gave him. As man is not
considered a small and insignificant creation in
the world of living matter – he is not considered
a small trivial thing as he is considered when
he is measured with those materialistic scales
which considers the earth itself as a small trivial
thing, where one atomic bomb can wipe off 
two hundred thousand people, as happened in
Hiroshima. The significance of man in the view
of Islam lies in being held in high esteem by
Allah. When we learn about the creation through
the verses of the Qur’an, the prostration of the
universe to Adam and then the expulsion of 
Satan by Allah due to him being the only entity
who refused to prostrate to Adam, we realize
just how important this basis is at the time when
humanity can no longer find salvation from its
predicament, because of the imposition of the
strong on the weak, except through this path
- the path of the Qur’an which grants man his
freedom, his dignity and his full freedom of 
choice. On the path of mercy and honor, it is not
acceptable to insult a human being, disrespect
him, or ridicule him. Allah, the Almighty says:
O you who believe! Let not a group scoff at
another group, it may be that the latter are better 
than the former; nor let (some) women scoff at
other women, it may be that the latter are better 
than the former, nor defame one another, nor 
insult one another by nicknames. How bad is it,
to insult one’s brother after having Faith [i.e. to
call your Muslim brother (a faithful believer) as:
“O sinner”, or “O wicked”, etc.].  And whosoever 
does not repent, then such are indeed Zâlimûn
(wrong-doers, etc.). (Al-Hujurât:11)
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There is no superiority
of an Arab over a non-
Arab, or of a non-Arab 
over an Arab; or of a white 
person over a black one, or 
a black person over a white 
one, except in piety. Truly, 
the noblest among you is 
he who is the most pious. 
Allah, the Almighty, says: 
O you who believe! Avoid 
much suspicions, indeed 
some suspicions are 
sins. And spy not, neither 
backbite one another. 
Would one of you like to 

eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would hate it (so hate backbiting) 
. And fear Allâh. Verily, Allâh is the One Who accepts repentance, Most 
Merciful. (Al-Hujurât:13)

The Messenger of Allah (pbuh) said: “Verily, Allah does not look at 
your appearance or your wealth, but rather He looks at your hearts and 
your actions.”[Muslim]

Therefore, man realizes this dignity and honor by the amount he is 
committed to and pursues this path: Whosoever desires honour, power 
and glory then to Allâh belong all honour, power and glory [and one can 
get honour, power and glory only by obeying and worshipping Allâh 
(Alone)]. (Fâtir or Al-¬Malâ’ikah:10)

Moreover, he is humiliated by the amount he distances himself from 
this path, whereas all the creations willingly obey Allah. Allah, the Exalted, 
says: See you not that to Allâh prostrates whoever is in the heavens and 
whoever is on the earth, and the sun, and the moon, and the stars, and 
the mountains, and the trees, and Ad-Dawâb (moving living creatures, 
beasts, etc.), and many of mankind? But there are many (men) on whom 
the punishment is justified. And whomsoever Allâh disgraces, none can 
honour him. Verily! Allâh does what He wills. (Al-Hajj:18)

Although Allah has honored mankind, a large number of people have 
chosen the path of humiliation. And whomsoever Allâh disgraces, none 
can honour him. (Al-Hajj:18)
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They choose to look at humans as beasts, deaf 
machines, financial figures, or they have other 
approaches that contradict the honor Allah has 
bestowed on man due to His Grace and Generosity.

Man’s dignity lies in being a human being; for 
Islam does not create a conflict between the two 
sexes. It is not only for men as opposed to women, 
or only for women as opposed to men, as people 
were created from one soul. Allah, the Almighty, 
says: O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who 
created you from a single person (Adam), and from 
him (Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], 
and from them both He created many men and 
women and fear Allâh through Whom you demand 
your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the relations 
of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allâh is Ever an 
All¬-Watcher over you. (An-Nisâ’:1)

Accordingly, whoever desires to possess this 
dignity and honor, has to pursue its path. Allah, 
the Almighty, says: all power and honour belong to 
Allah. (Yûnus:65)

“I have not found a religion that has laid down such a comprehensive legislation for 
alms-giving (zakat) like Islam has. The Muslim community that is keen on paying Zakat 
is devoid of poverty, deprivation and homelessness. Imagine if the whole world was 
guided to Islam, there wouldn’t remain on earth any starving or deprived people.”

There would be no hunger.

Berisha Pennekmrt

A Thai educationist who converted from Buddhism to Islam
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